
 
 

Beyond the Book - FAQ 
 
Am I eligible for this commission? 
We are looking for UK-based writers aged over 16. To be eligible, you must have a meaningful 
connection to the upper South West region of the UK (Somerset, Gloucestershire or Wiltshire). 
It is not a requirement to be based here, but you will need a demonstrable connection, history, 
or commitment to the region. It is up to you to decide whether you have a meaningful 
connection to the area. Please explain this in your application. 
 
Why are you focusing on this region of the UK? 
We believe that opportunities should be available for all writers. Our research shows that 
writers in the South West are often under-represented. 
 
When do applications open? 
 Applications open on 1st July 2019.  
 
When is the deadline for applications? 
Midnight on 1st September 2019.  
 
When will I know whether my application has been successful? 
Successful applicants will be informed by email in October 2019.  
 
When should my project start? 
You must be available to start work on your project in November  2019, and your final digital 
piece must be ready for a public audience in April 2020. 
 
Can I apply as part of a team?  
Yes. We will accept applications from collaborations. These could include a partnership 
between a writer and a creative technologist or a creative team. However, the commission 
available, of up to £5000, is per project and not per collaborator and all members of the team 
must fulfil the eligibility criteria.  As this is a development opportunity for writers, the details of 
all writers in the creative team must be included in the application. However, the lead writer 
must complete the application form on behalf of the team, including their contact details.  
 
Do I have to be a published writer? 
Not necessarily. You need to be able to show a commitment to your writing and be able to 
share a sample of it with us. You don’t need to be published in traditional ways, such as through 
a publishing house or through literary magazines. You may have a track record of publishing on 
social media and in blogs. We ask for your CV to see what you’ve been up to.  
 
What kinds of projects are you looking for? 

 



 
 

Your project could look at how text is experienced on a screen, or how the functions of a 
smartphone - such as sensors, cameras, or GPS - can be used to tell a story.  
 
You may develop a work of ambient literature, an experiment in augmented reality, or a poetry 
film. We are looking to support text-based works, which could include text shared through 
audio, (but aren’t looking for films that focus only on visual images, scripts, or plays). 
 
For inspiration, take a look at some of these projects; 
 
The New Media Writing Prize https://newmediawritingprize.co.uk/ 
 
Ambient Literature https://research.ambientlit.com/ 
 
The Book of Hours by Lucy English https://thebookofhours.org/ 
 
 
Do I need to have already started my project? 
No. We are looking for writers who are already committed to their writing practice but you 
don’t need to have started your digital project yet. You do need an excellent idea and the 
enthusiasm to make it happen. If you have already started your project, please make it clear in 
your application form and tell us about your progress.  
 
Do I need to have specific digital skills? 
No. We can support you to find a creative technologist to help make your ideas a reality. Or 
you can work in a partnership with someone you already know. If you need to find a creative 
technologist, please include details of what support you would require from them in your 
application. You will need to develop a budget for your project that includes paying a creative 
technologist for their work. 
 
I have the skills to develop my digital writing project myself. Do I still need a creative 
technologist? 
No, you can use the commission to develop your own digital skills. Just make your plans clear in 
your application form.  
 
Who will hold the copyright for my project? 
You will retain the copyright for your project. 
 
What is a creative technologist and why do I need one? 
Creative technologists are ‘makers’ with the skills to build a digital product but they will also 
have an understanding of the creative process. For example, they may be a specialist in app 
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development. They will be able to help you develop your ideas through a prototyping phase to 
a finished product.  
 
What can I use the money for? 
You can use it for whatever it takes to make your project happen. This might involve paying 
yourself for writing time or training or paying collaborators, such as creative technologists or 
web designers. You might want to buy tech.  
 
You must include an indicative budget in your application to show up how you plan to spend 
the commission.  
 
What should my budget look like? 
It doesn’t need to be detailed. We just want to see what support you need and how the 
commission will help you find it.  
 
Example: 
 
£1,000 - Writing time to develop a short piece of fiction 
£3,000 - Collaboration with a Creative Technologist  
£500 - Graphic Designer to produce branding for the project 
 
Total - £4,500 
 
Who will judge my application? 
After shortlisting, applications will be judged by a selection panel of experts, chaired by Professor 
Kate Pullinger.  The decision of the selection panel is final. 
 
As I have access requirements, can I access support to complete my application form? 
Yes. Just email writers@papernations.org for any support you need.  
 
My questions isn’t answered here. 
For all other questions email writers@papernations.org 
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