
Beyond the book
Calling digital writers!

Innovation stream



Are you a writer with a connection to Somerset, 
Gloucestershire, or Wiltshire who wants to experiment 
with stories for a smartphone?

Beyond the Book is a new scheme to 
develop innovative models for writing 
and publication, promoting dialogue 
between writers, technologists and 
publishers.

We’re not looking for novels or film 
scripts on a screen. We’re looking for 
innovation. We want to help you work 
with technologists to go ‘Beyond the 
Book’. 

Who are we?

Beyond the Book is led by writer, 
Professor Kate Pullinger, and delivered 
by Paper Nations - a creative writing 
incubator funded and supported by 
Bath Spa University and Arts Council 
England.

What are we looking for?

Your project could look at how text 
is experienced on screens, or how 
smartphone functions - sensors, 
cameras, GPS - can be used to tell 
stories. 

You may develop a text-based work 
of ambient literature, an experiment 
in augmented storytelling, or a poetry 
film. Or something completely new.

What are we offering? 

Three commissions, up to £5,000 each. 
The commission should be used, in 
part, to access a creative technologist 
or gain digital skills that bring ideas to 
life. Finished works will be premiered 
in Bath in spring 2020, and at Bath Spa 
University’s MIX 2021 conference on 
writing and technology.

Who is eligible? 

Writers need to have a meaningful 
connection to the upper South 
West region of the UK (Somerset, 
Gloucestershire, and Wiltshire). It is 
not a requirement to be based here. 

We will accept applications from 
collaborators. 

You must be aged over 16.

Writers need to start work in 
November 2019, and have their final 
piece ready in April 2020.

Applications open on 1st July 2019 on www.papernations.org and will close 
on 1st September 2019. Successful applicants will be announced by the end 
of October 2019.

Email writers@papernations.org for more information.


