
 
 

 
 

Time to Write commission – Frequently Asked Questions 
  
 
What is the Time to Write commission? 
The Time to Write commission is a group of opportunities aimed at writers who face barriers to 
furthering their writing practice or having their voices heard. The commission includes a 
scholarship, support for developing the craft of writing or a career in writing, and opportunities 
to network with other writers and publishing professionals.  
 
We want to support writers to create work that might otherwise go unwritten. Time to Write 
will also help writers reflect on where they want to go next with their work. Writers can apply 
for support to help them develop a specific piece of writing, or to develop their writing practice 
and plan for the coming year.  
 
Who can apply and what does ‘under-represented’ mean? 
Please download our eligibility criteria document for more information about the type of 
writers we are hoping will apply for Time to Write.  
 
How could Time to Write help me? 
Time to write is about breaking down barriers and empowering writers who might otherwise 
struggle to get time and support or get their voices heard. 
 
We are offering: 
 
Time to Write Scholarship: Time to Write will provide 5-10 scholarships of up to £1,000 each. 
We want to hear from writers who live in the upper South-West (Somerset, Gloucestershire, 
South Gloucestershire, and Wiltshire) who face barriers to furthering their writing practice. 
The scholarship may help you, for example, pay for time off work to write, pay for transport to 
attend a writers’ group, or support the costs of childcare so that you have time and space to 
work. You can apply for up to £1,000 in seed funding. There is no lower limit and we encourage 
you to apply for funds to cover anything that will remove a barrier to having time to write. 
 
Craft Support: You can also apply to receive mentoring and a sponsored place on the 2020 
Dare to Write? Academy programme with a published writer. This valuable award allows for 
time with a mentor who can help hone your writing and storytelling skills.  
 
Career Support: You can apply to receive mentoring and a sponsored place on a 2020 Dare to 
Write? Academy Habit Camp. This commission will help you plan a creative project for the 
coming year that fits around your schedule and/or develop a proposal for funding. 
 
Network commission: You can apply for an events pass, gaining free access to a range of 
networking and speaker events provided in collaboration with the Dare to Write? Academy. 
This commission will help you develop your professional writing and creative network. 
 



 
 

You can apply for a combination of the above or just one type of support. Please note: 
Resources will be split across all the writers who receive commissions. Writers are not 
guaranteed to receive the full amount they apply for. 
 
 
How do I apply? 
Please fill out the Google Form which is available on our Time to Write feature page on our 
website http://papernations.org/writing-for-all/call-for-action/time-to-write/. We find that it’s 
helpful to have a think about your answers before you fill in the form. We recommend that you 
write your answers in a separate Word or note-taking document before filling out the form, 
then cut-and-paste them into the form. 
 
Please note, the application form asks applicants to indicate which type of commission they are 
applying for. Applicants applying for Craft Support will be contacted once their application has 
been received and asked to supply a sample of their creative writing. 
 
Applications are open on www.papernations.org and will close on the 5th of January 2020 at 
midnight.  
 
Successful applicants will be announced in January 2020. Writing projects  and other activities 
funded through the commissions need to be completed by the end of September 2020. 
 
Email writers@papernations.org for more information. 
 
What happens if I’m successful? 
If you are awarded a commission you will be expected to document the progress of your work 
through any of the following (depending on the support awarded): a journal, written reports, 
blogs for the Paper Nations website, and quotes to be used on public-facing media.  
 
The experiences of our Time to Write commission recipients will be showcased as part of our 
Writing for All events planned for 2020-2021. You will be expected to demonstrate the impact 
of the commission on your creative practice. We will provide templates and support to help 
you do this.  
 
Time to Write recipients will be invited to participate in occasional events and meetings from 
March 2020 onwards. 
 
Who will judge my application? 
Applications will be judged by a pool of team of experienced writers, agents, and educators 
depending on the type of commission they have applied for. This pool includes award-winning 
novelist Aminatta Forna (Happiness, The Hired Man, The Memory of Love) and Paper Nations 
Creative Producer, Lucy Sweetman. 
 
What is Paper Nations? 

http://papernations.org/writing-for-all/call-for-action/time-to-write/
https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/our-people/lucy-sweetman/


 
 

We are Paper Nations, a creative writing incubator based at Bath Spa University. Our 2019-21 
programme, Writing for All, (of which Time to Write is one project) is focused on making writing 
part of every community in our region. Time to Write will support writers from diverse 
backgrounds, including those who are socio-economically marginalised.  
 
As I have access requirements, can I access support to complete my application form? 
Yes. Just email writers@papernations.org for any support you need or if your question is not 
answered here.  
 
I struggle with technology - Can you help me? 
Yes. If you are struggling in any way to fill our or submit your application or to understand how the 
programme works, please get in touch via writers@papernations.org.  
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