
 
 

 

AI Story Lab - FAQ 

 
 
Am I eligible for this commission? 
Writers must be aged over 18 and live in the upper South West region of the UK (Somerset, 
Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire or Wiltshire). You don’t have to be a technologist or 
tech expert, but you will need to have basic computer skills. 
 
You will need to have some keen interest and experience in immersive and/or interactive 
writing. For example: theatre, slam poetry, gaming, stand-up, comics and graphics novels, 
WEBTOON, Twine, or similar online platforms. 
 
We don’t want to be too prescriptive, but we are looking for writers who work in media that go 
beyond linear, word based stories. We are most keen  to hear from writers who aren’t afraid to 
be experimental and push the boundaries of both the form and function of stories.  
 
You might be a freelancer or employee working in one or more of these areas. But you might 
equally be a talented amateur who fills your spare hours creating stories, someone looking to 
harness the power of tech and breathe new life into their stories but may currently lack the 
technological skills. 
  
Applicants must identify as belonging to a group which is currently under-represented in the 
writing, publishing, gaming, and theatre industries. Several reports in the last few years have 
highlighted the lack of diversity in these industries, but things are changing and we want this 
initiative to be part of that change. 
 
Our definition of ‘under-represented’ includes, but is not limited to: women and non-binary 
writers, writers from black and ethnic minority backgrounds, working class writers, writers 
from areas of rural or coastal deprivation, writers who have experienced homelessness, 
writers who are refugees or asylum seekers, writers from LGBTQ+ communities, writers who 
have survived abuse, writers with disabilities, and writers with chronic health conditions.  
 
AI Story Lab is not open to staff of Bath Spa University, including casual staff and staff that 
have left employment in the last three years. Undergraduate and postgraduate students from 
underrepresented groups or backgrounds may apply. 
 
Why are you focusing on this region of the UK? 
The upper South-West is a region of contrasts and this is evident in the diversity of its creative 
writing sector. Provision is unevenly spread and there are places where engagement with 
writing is flourishing and areas where talent lies dormant. Several factors influence this, such 
as the rural landscape, where pockets of deprivation exist in close proximity to affluent areas 
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and are often underserved as a result. We have been commissioned to run our 2019-21 
programme in Wiltshire, Somerset, Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire to tackle these 
issues and make writing more accessible to everyone in this region. 
 
How could the workshops help me? 
The workshops will help you both in terms of professional opportunities and as a writer. 
It will give you new skills and talents. If you are fortunate enough to be one of the workshop 
attendees who is offered a placement with To Play For, you will then benefit from close 
mentoring from AI storytelling experts working on real projects. 
 
It may be that you have previously worked alone, or in a small group and/or in a very defined 
field such as theatre or writing/drawing comics. This will expand your horizons, and introduce 
you to new people, forms and networks. In short, the benefits of new skills, collaboration and 
an entry into a cutting edge, rapidly evolving and growing arena. 
 
Can I apply as part of a team?  
No, we are looking for individual applications. 
 
Do I have to be a published writer or professional storyteller of some kind? 
Absolutely not. This is an opportunity designed to give people a chance, people who might not 
already have professional experience, or AI skills. 
 
Do I need to have specific skills? 
We ask that you have a keen interest in and experience of some form of writing. This does not 
have to be professional experience. You will need to have some keen interest and experience in 
immersive and/or interactive writing. For example: theatre, slam poetry, gaming, stand-up, 
comics and graphics novels, WEBTOON, Twine, or similar online platforms. This is not an 
exhaustive list, you may work in a different field  altogether. Above all we want people who are 
passionate about storytelling and the opportunities of AI. 
 
When is the deadline for applications? 
Midday on Thursday 12th March. 
 
When will I know whether my application has been successful? 
We aim to inform all applicants by the first week of April. 
 
When and where is the two-day workshop? 
The Studio at 10 Palace Yard Mews in central Bath, on Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th 
May 2020. 
 
Who will judge my application? 
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Guy Gadney - To Play For & Charisma.ai 
Guy founded and runs Charisma.ai, an interactive storywriting platform powered by artificial 
intelligence. He will introduce their new projects - an interactive drama for Sky's show 
Bulletproof, and a series of interactive graphic novels adapted from existing titles that will 
launch in March this year. Guy has a career in interactive media, initially as the first Head of 
Digital for Penguin Books UK, then at the BBC, Guardian, and FOXTEL in Australia, before 
setting up the interactive storytelling company The Project Factory which produced the 
official mobile games for Sherlock, Home & Away and other TV series around the world.  
 
With Charisma.ai, Guy is working with television producers, networks, games companies and 
publishers around the world (including BBC, Sky, Oxford University, and StoryFutures) to bring 
to life new forms of storytelling which place audiences inside stories, letting them talk to 
characters and influence the story. 
 
Coral Manton, Bath Spa University 
Coral is an artist-technologist and Lecturer in Creative Computing at Bath Spa University. She 
is co-founder of Women Reclaiming AI, an expanding activist artwork reclaiming women’s 
speech from non-diverse development teams, by creating a feminist conversational AI, 
programmed through workshops by a growing community of women. She is Research Affiliate 
of The British Library. Her next work is with The Eden Project using conversational AI to 
develop a narrative experience for young people exploring the environmental impact of Cloud 
Computing and the internet. 
 
Bambo Soyinka, Paper Nations 
Bambo is an award-winning writer, researcher and interactive developer. With more than a 
decade’s experience in multi-platform storytelling and production, she has initiated and 
directed projects across the UK and internationally. She is the executive development 
producer at Paper Nations and head of the Research Centre for Transcultural Creativity and 
Education at Bath Spa University. 
 
Are the venues for the workshop and placement accessible? 
 
The Workshop - 10 Palace Yard Mews, Bath  
Palace Yard Mews is a 15-minute walk from Bath Spa railway station. There is limited on-site 
parking and paid parking is available close by in Charlotte Street car park.  
 
The ground floor, where the two-day workshop will be held, is fully accessible and there are no 
steps to access the building. On this floor, you will find a co-working area, meeting room, 
kitchen and accessible toilet.  
 
The To Play For Office, Oxford (For potential recipients of the placement with To Play For) 
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The offices are a 10-minute walk from Oxford railway station. There is no on-site or free parking 
but paid parking is available close by. 
 
The main areas of To Play For’s offices are not currently wheelchair accessible as they are on the 
second floor, which does not have lift access. However, for most of the placement, all writers may 
work remotely. On days in which writers are required to work from To Play For’s office, a ground 
floor meeting room will be used. Accessible toilets are available on the ground floor. 
 
If you have any specific questions or access needs that you would like to discuss before making 
your application please email us at writers@papernations.org.  
 
Can you help me with travel or access costs? 
To reduce barriers you may have in attending the two-day workshop in Bath, we have up to 
£100 available in our Access Fund for each of the ten writers selected. You might use this Fund 
to pay for travel costs such as train, bus or taxi fares, or to contribute to removing other 
barriers, such as childcare costs. In your application, please let us know whether you would 
need support from this Access Fund to attend the workshop.  
 
Do I need any specialist equipment to take part in the workshop? What if I don’t have a 
laptop?  
You won’t need any specialist equipment. If you are selected for the two-day workshop and 
don’t have your own laptop we can make sure one is available for you.  
 
Can I access support to complete my application form? 
Yes. Just email writers@papernations.org for any support you need. 
 
My question isn’t answered here. 
For all other questions email writers@papernations.org. 
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